IRAIC Syllabus Design Documentation Coversheet|

Submission deadlines ~ to be received by: Term 1 —June 15 Term 2 — December 15

Fill-in the following information:

Submission Date: 12/14/2021 Student Name & ID# Nicholas Cross ON110019
Term 1 (year) Studio/Chapter Location: Ottawa

Final Mark (if known): Coordinator: Stephen Pope & lan Wilson

Mentor(s): Stephen Pope and Paul Kulig

IN YOUR OWN WORDS, type a concise description in your own words of the intent, concept, process and resolution to
assignment(s) given during the studio course. LIMIT your typed text report to this coversheet only

Intent: My thesis identified a problem of social isolation within housing. The intent was to address
this problem and propose a response. My thesis statement is: Establishing Roots: how housing can
impact isolation and cultivate community to realize a social resilience.

Concept: The research identified community as a response to isolation. The concept was to design
places that could support interaction and allow people's natural social tendencies to build
community. In the parti, the concept is illustrated with the housing community raised on a
semi-public ground plane with areas in between the built form allowing for interaction and place to
be integrated. The raised ground plane defines the housing community through a threshold-like
experience allowing space below for the broader community to connect in the form of Third Places.

Process: Once the research was complete and the site chosen, the process began by sketching the
programming on the site to determine a efficient layout that also met the design intent. Through this
process | was challenged to determine whether the design options were feasible. | completed a high
level proforma and compared it to the existing building on the site. | found it was a economically
feasible. 3D modelling and rendering software helped demonstrate the design intent.

Resolution: The resolution establishes that housing can encourage interaction which in turn can
cultivate community and result in an outcome of social resilience. Community can be cultivated
through strategies of fostering circulation, where chance encounters can occur, providing places for
activities as transitional areas off of circulation paths within a physical and social scale that allows
for connection between people. When place is integrated in the form of light, air, nature, materiality
and shared culture, it can improve the spatial quality and increase the likelihood of attracting people
to public areas. All of which breaks down inadvertent barriers to social connection helping people
establish roots in their community.
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Community Cultivation

“More than architecture is needed for (...) interactions to
develop. Design that is conducive to such interaction will,
however, encourage it"”

- Jan Gehl, 2011

Jan Gehl, b.1936 (AIA International, n.d.)

Comminity cultivation strategies
with integrated place could lead to a

St. Cloud (Arbre) (Atget, Eugene, 1915-19)





















Design Concept

Section Parti
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Wellington St West/
Rosemount Approach












Activity Node Winter



2 Bed Flat Interior Ground Unit

4 Bed Stack Interior Ground



Wellington St West Sidewalk



Open Stair to Residential
Level and Entry to Forecourt



Forecourt



Wellington St West Sidewalk
in the Evening








